
Idioms  
An idiom is a phrase comprised of words that has a meaning that cannot be derived from the  

conjoined meanings of its individual words. If an idiom contains all parts of a sentence or can be used 

as a command, it can be said on its own. For example, “It takes two to tango” has a subject, a verb, and 

a predicate. “All ears” 



Prepositional Idioms  
Prepositional idioms are prepositional phrases whose meaning depends on the preposition used. A 

preposition is a word that explains the relation between one subject in the sentence or clause and  

another. Some examples of prepositions include: on, up, off, at, with, under, over, and to. Different 

prepositions following a single word can lead to different definitions. For example, in the chart below, 

“to catch” can be followed by “on” or “up”, but each preposition gives the entire phrase a unique 

meaning.  

Phrasal Verbs  

Idiom  Meaning Idiom  Meaning  

to catch on  to understand  in favor of  to approve  

to catch up  to reach someone's level  adept at  to be good at  

to be on track  to be following a plan  on time  punctual  

to be off track  not going as planned  native to  to be from the place  

at first  in the beginning  predisposed to  to have prior  

experience  

at last  finally  sensitive to  to be wary of  

something  

Phrasal verbs are phrases comprised of a verb and a preposition. The addition of the preposition alters 

the meaning of the verb. For example, “call” means to communicate with someone through a phone, 

but “call off” means to cancel. Phrasal verbs are considered prepositional idioms. Certain phrasal 

verbs can be separated within a sentence, meaning words can split the verb and the preposition. Some 

examples include “ask out” “ask him out” and “cross out” “cross it out.” Other phrasal verbs must be 

kept together with no words dividing the verb and preposition, such as “look into.”  



Idiom  Meaning Idiom  Meaning  

ask out  to ask someone on a date  grow up  to become an adult  

blow up  to get angry  look into  to investigate  

break out  to escape  pass out  to faint  

call off  to cancel  run out  to have none left  

cross out  to draw a line through  

 


