


• Restating your thesis word for word: Conclusions that only restate the thesis do not push new 

ideas forward and do not connect ideas to the whole.  

• Being overly emotional: Being overly emotional in your conclusion typically does not parallel 

the tone of the rest of your paper. It is more fitting to play on sophisticated commentary rather than 

the reader’s emotions.  

Examples 

Example Conclusions  

Color Key 

• Green: Return to the introduction  

• Blue: Restated thesis  

• Purple: Connection to the whole essay  

• Yellow: Answering the “So What” Question  

Death is a muse in literature and is used often by poets as the centralized topic of their poems. Alt-

hough Plath and Eliot did not write during the same era, both “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock,” 

and “Lady Lazarus” depict death in similar terms. Both poets use figurative language and allusions to 

express the effects of death and dying and, through these allusions, death is illustrated as a choice the 

speaker must make. However, each poet also portrays this decision differently. While Plath’s speaker 

depicts death as a reoccurrence and her expertise, Eliot’s speaker struggles with the idea of death and 

whether to live or die. The emotions the speaker of Eliot’s poem expresses makes Eliot’s poem the 

stronger candidate for the topic of death. Human emotion is the most powerful factor in life; it decides 

who we are, how we feel, and our decisions. Emotions are the most powerful tool of any human being; 

they control every situation that surrounds us. Because Plath’s poem refuses to emit emotion, her poem 

fails to fully grasp death in its entirety. Eliot’s speaker, however, fully grasps his feelings and expresses 

them through every line of the poem. The speaker in “Love Songs of J. Alfred Prufrock” is strong  

because of his vulnerability and his illustration of death.  



Further Assistance: For more detailed help or if you have questions, visit the Writing Center located 

in the Lewis University Library or call 815-836-5427.  

 

Sources Consulted: Purdue OWL, Edubirdie,  and UNC Writing Center  

Analyzing an article by Jake Sanders, I came to conclusion that his views are biased because of years 

spent in Navy service, which shaped his personality. Ethical standards cannot exist within locked  

medium or environment and should adhere to common moral principles. In my opinion, one must 

think outside one’s comfort zone and focus on how situation and specific behavior challenges are seen 

by casual observers. There is only hope that such attitude will help naval officers adjust to post-service  

daily life” (EduBirdie).   


