
Eliminating Wordiness 
Wordiness is the tendency to use more words than necessary. Sometimes, students use wordiness to try 

and achieve a specific word count on an assignment. This can make sentences confusing because it  

obscures meaning and slows down the reader, which distracts from the overall message.  

Examples and Causes 

Multiple words where one or two would work 

• A greater number of can be replaced with more.  

• Not sympathetic can be replaced with apathetic.  

• 



Implicitly redundant sentences  

• The builders went to work at the construction site.  




