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addition, the local limestone served as an ideal aggregate when crushed for use in the new cement.
Crushed rock quarrying was less labor-intensive than block quarrying.  In the 1890s this type of
mining made its appearance, and it continues at a high level of activity even today.13

3.  The third cause of this decline was, in my opinion, the consolidation of the quarries in the 1890s.
This, in part, was a response to the strikes and labor conflicts in 1885.  These troubles caused the
consolidation of quarries along the Des Plaines by companies such as the Western Stone Co.  The cut
stone still being produced at that time was flagstone for vaults over basement entrances for coal
storage.  Also, rubble stone was being produced for foundations in residences.  But most of all, the
production was crushed stone.14

The mining of this local product produced over the 19th century a variety of architectural styles that
gave a distinctive appearance to the Joliet streetscape.  Although the first structure built of the material was
the 
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